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THE LATE DR. G. L. SUTTON 
THE death o f Dr. G. L. Sutton at the age o f 91 on January 1 1 , 1964, brought to a close 
more than 6 0 years of distinguished and devoted service to agriculture in Austra l ia . 
Dr. Sutton was born at Liverpool on October 23 , 1872. He came to Austral ia at the 
age of 10 and was educated at the Sydney High School and completed a two year course in 
agr icul ture w i t h honours at the Sydney Technical College. 
He was then in tu rn a dairy farmer, experimentalist and later lecturer in Agr i cu l tu re at 
the Hawkesbury Agr icu l tura l College. 
He soon came to the notice of the famous wheat breeder Wi l l i am Farrer and was 
appointed manager of the Cowra Experimental Farm which also supervised wheat breeding at 
the dry area Nyngan Experimental Stat ion. 
From here Dr. Sutton came to Western Austral ia and in 1910 was appointed Commissioner 
of the Wheatbe l t by the then Minister for Lands and Agr icul ture, Sir James M i t c he l l . 
W i t h characteristic v igour he had soon launched himself into the problems of the new 
wheatbelt areas. 
Demonstrat ion farms at Chapman, Merredin and Narrogin became experimental farms 
and centres fo r wheat breeding and the dissemination of approved wheat varieties to farmers. 
Dr. Sutton reduced the number of wheat varieties to a comparatively few better types 
w i t h a consequent improvement in the qual i ty an\J yields of crops. 
The wheat breeding programme under Dr. Sutton made giant strides. Nabawa which 
was bred at Chapman in 1915 was one of the f irst rust resistant varieties in Austral ia. 
Bencubbin which replaced Nabawa and several other varieties are further examples of th is work. 
Greater un i fo rmi ty and higher yields in the State's wheat crops resulted f r o m the intro-
duct ion of the pedigree wheat scheme which supplies farmers w i th pure selected seed. 
Dr. Sutton's practical experiments on t ime of plant ing, rate of superphosphate, depth of 
cu l t i va t ion , rate of sowing and the control of diseases not only provided some clear cut answers, 
but went a long way to overcoming the prejudices of farmers to advice f r o m other than 
practical men. 
W i t h wider development of agricultural practices in W . A . the need arose for co-ordinat ing 
practice wi th administrat ion w i th in the Department. 
To fu l f i l this need Dr. Sutton was appointed Director of Agr icul ture in 1921 and held 
this posit ion t i l l he retired in 1937. 
Dur ing the vital and format ive years in the State's agricultural growth he had a profound 
inf luence on pr imary product ion. He began the policy of bui ld ing up a professional staff for 
research and advisory services in all branches of the Department and started the agricul tural 
science cadet t ra in ing scheme. 
In the f ie ld of technical agricultural education Dr. Sutton strongly supported the establish-
ment of the Muresk Agr icu l tura l College and the Muresk Merchants Research Fund. He was 
also a strong advocate of the Journal of Agr icu l tu re . 
Dur ing his 26 years as Commissioner of the Wheatbel t and Director of Agr icu l tu re Dr. 
Sutton was closely associated w i th the Railway Advisory Board, bulk wheat handl ing, the M i l k 
Board and the Dairy Products Market ing Board. 
In recognit ion of his services to W . A . agriculture he was awarded the f i rs t Doctorate of 
Science in Agr icu l tu re by the University of W . A . when he retired in 1937, and in 1951 was 
honoured w i th the C.M.G. by His Majesty King George V I . 
Dr. Sutton l ived for 27 years after his ret irement and continued an active contr ibut ion 
to the State's agr icul ture serving w i th several organisations concerned wi th pr imary product ion. 
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